Interview

1)BETTANAANSTOP

Q1)Why did you decide to become a drag queen? And what does drag mean to you?
ANS 1: I decided to do it because I was looking for a solution. I was going through a tough time at that period and Drag just found me. I already knew what drag is and knew the art form and what skill does it require and i just took a turn,I just felt like i should just pick up a brush and give it a go and i did that and it that's how it started. For a lot of people it's mostly like hey, it's just a performance so they do it just for the stage and performance sake. For me it's self-empowering, because as Pratik i am a not that energetic and am an introvert kind of a person but when i am in my drag it's completely opposite. So it's like ourcape, we are the superhero's and our wigs are our cape. Because it's true, i have seen all my fellow drag queens as well and they all are completely different, like a one guy he is a lawyer, and he is like a stereotypical Indian men, who is little on a chubby dude and wears glasses and all but when he get's into drag, it's a tull transformation and person and it's super amazing he is completely different, no ane can say that the same So it's very self empowering for me and so it's very important to me.

Q2) What was the immediate reaction of society (relatives/neighbours) when they first found out that you perform as a dragqueen?

ANS 2: I think for that i would give a lot of credit to my mother actually, because i only told her and then i didn't have to tell anyone else. She was cool with it, she was fine, she understood and she supported me saying that if you enjoy it and it supports you financially then good for you, and she haven't stopped me from doing anything, obviously she has her concerns which everyone else also does, but she has watched me perform and seen that i can handle a lot of different situations now. She personally has also seen a lot of changes in me because of drag and she trust me on that, and on the other hand when it comes to the relatives, i would hide them on facebook whenever i am posting something in drag or whenever any interview is being published, but then through my mom they got to know, like one day my masi was at my house as she and mom had to go to some kitty party and know anything about it. And again once another relative was over at my place and while he was leaving he asked to invite him to one of my performances, and i was shocked then as well. and was like what? how do you know all this? so my family is definitely cool with it. I did not get the chance to see their first reaction, because i was the one who told them. And i am happy that they are happy for me, what else would you want. 

Q3)Do you think it would have been easier for you to come out as a drag queen if it was not in India?

ANS 3:Obviously, I mean there are actually two sides of this question and that is where you live.I consider myself to be one of the privileged people in the society, but i mean drag has been an art form in India, for a very long time, but the term 'drag' is very western and its just being now used for this but i have again met a lot of people who are from small cities and towns there are young boys who dress up as girls and dance for older man of the village and it's not a pretty site because then there are these auctions happening there for them and it's illegal and is paedophilia actually, and it's called launda nach but then there are other people in the mainstream media who have been doing drag like amir khan, govinda and the most famous example will be of chachi 420 ,so it depends on where you live, your society and environment affects your coming out as a gay man or a drag queen. So for me it was very easy compared to a lot of people, personally it was very hard because i did not know what the outcome would be but compared to what other people have gone through and are going through is very different so in that way things were easier for me, but definitely if it would have not been in India it would have been easier and unfortunately that's how our society is developing. The western culture is more open to different ideas and variations within those ideas. And it's about acceptance, i think people are very judgemental here, and i think that's the only problem, and the thing is it's not even related to you, then why do you want to comment on that, and even if you want to then just keep it to yourself. There are alot of things that affects people coming out in India.

Q4)What message would you like to give to people who do not accept or respect drag as an art form?

ANS 4:A lot of people knew about drag and cross breeding even before I knew about it,so according to me, the more people talk about it, the more that people share on social media. I think that's the best solution to make more people aware of it and just to normalise it and watch it for the sake of entertainment. Watch it from your heart and not brain.

Q5) Earlier drag was submerged in to underground clubs and back ally bars and before that it was an exaggerated yet integral part of theatre culture. So do you think that every new era and new iteration of art form has been crucial to the shape and success of what drag is today?

ANS 5: Drag is influenced by a lot of things. Currently, the art form is at it's peak because there are so many people investing in it, giving a lot more job opportunities. Also the emerging inclusive clubs and the changing mindset of people, is taking drag to a next level. Since people are aware of the eras, Drag is being pulled in all directions possible. People are going retro, they are going futuristic, they are going organic.What I want to say from this is, Drag is influencing things as of now, rather than things influencing drag.

2) SHABNAMBEWAFA

Q1)Why did you decide to become a drag queen? And what does drag mean to you?
ANS 1:It was all of a sudden, I actually never wanted to be a drag queen, So my very first enclosure with drag queen was when i was in 8th standard, I watched a movie and the first thought that came in my mind was I will never be the one who will be doing this' like this thing will be the last thing on the earth I want to do, but somehow drag found me. I never found drag,but drag found me. So it's a very funny incident, i had a really bad breakup with someone and at a party i didn't want that person to recognise me and so i chose to disguise myself as girl and then it became a trend, I started performing, got a famous and started doing drag shows, because this was an outlet for me to celebrate my femininity and also the art that i have in me. And what drag means to me, for me it's for anyone who wants to put up a fun costume and entertain people on stage, this is how i sum up drag.

Q2) What was the immediate reaction of society (relatives/neighbours) when they first found out that you perform as a dragqueen?
ANS 2:Initially since drag culture is pretty new in India, sa initially it was hard for them to understand what I am doing. They had their own doubts and i had my own explanation, so it took time but now we are at a middle ground level where they are trying to understand what it is because many people confuse us tobe crossdressers, transgender or paid sex workers so have been asked by my relatives if i was into sex work? And what i belive is that if we actually want someone to understand what's actually going on is by educating them. Because they didn't know what it was so they had their doubts but when now they know, they are trying to understand it, they are researching and doing best at their level what I am actually doing, so it's not crossdressing but it's relevent to that like gutthi and pakal sort of people, they also do drag but since they are on tv nobody questions them but in the real world we have so many critics and people who could actually question us.

Q3)Do you think it would have been easier for you to come out as a drag queen if it was not in India?
ANS 3:Not really because we all play in the same game be it western society or be it in India, especially when you are gay and are doing drag, more fingers will be pointed at you because you have to come out of the closet twice, first as a gay guy and then as a drag queen and in the so called indian mindset, people think being gay is being transgender. So I had to face a lot to make them understand the difference between the whole umbrella, like being a tarns, or a cross dresser or being a drag queen, or being a gay are all different things. And drag is not limmited to the LGBTQ community and anyone can do drag like you see Sunil Grover is super straight and doing drag. Kamal Hassan did drag for chachi 420, so it's hard everywhere but in India it's harder because we just started drag, people don't know what is drag. Like i went to this one place yesterday and nobody knew what drag is, they knew Gutthi, Palak, Chachi 420 but they did not know the term.

Q4)What message would you like to give to people who do not accept or respect drag as an art form?

ANS 4:Then they need to come visit me and my show being honest I will show then what it takes to be a drag queen and show them how hard it is for us to entertain you people. My heels are bigger than their mentality specially our government. I have a message for anyone who thinks of obtaining  this art form, is that if that person is lost, they can always be found. Because if a person like me can do drag then their life can always turn around.

Q5) Earlier drag was submerged in to underground clubs and back ally bars and before that it was an exaggerated yet integral part of theatre culture. So do you think that every new era and new iteration of art form has been crucial to the shape and success of what drag is today?
ANS 5:To an extent yes, because whenever we relate drag to something spiritual or in shastras of our history, the proof of drag in ancient india is in these shastras but nobody could question them because they were related to god, they had their own fears, what i personally dont like about India is they have their own pre conceptions that they fear to loose. If it's something related to a bar or a gym khanna they think it's bad they think people are selling their bodies and doing pornography, so it depends on person to person that how their upbringing is and how educated they are to differentiate what is right, what has been there and what's not.

Thankyou.

